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SEASIAN50 Bi-Weekly Response Guidelines 
 
 

Every other week (Weeks, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10), you will be expected to take one of the assigned journal articles or 

book chapters and write a brief analytical response essay. Your response should be 300-400 words in length 

(roughly a bit more than a page), should consist of at least three paragraphs and include the following: 

 

• One paragraph in which you provide a concise summary of the author’s main point(s). In other words, 

what is the central thing they are arguing? This is the key to your response essay, as it will demonstrate 

your understanding of what the author is trying to do. Only after determining this, will you be able to 

evaluate the article in terms of whether the author has succeeded or not. 

• A second paragraph in which you briefly cite the specific evidence that the author provides to support 

the argument that she or he is trying to make. This may take the form of statistics, of interviews, of 

documents, but all of it should directly speak to the author’s argument. 

• A third paragraph in which you assess the article in terms of how convincing the author’s argument 

was, how helpful their evidence was in supporting the argument, and then any criticisms you might want 

to offer where you felt the author fell short. 

 

Notes:  

 

1) Please don’t criticize the article for what it does NOT do. Don’t write about what you “wish” 

the author had done. If there is a glaring omission then you may certainly mention it, but in 

general please engage with what is actually in the article or chapter in question. 

2) Comparative observations are very welcome, and if you can offer criticisms or observations 

that draw on other readings, lecture, or things you know about other cases, please feel free to 

include them. 

3) Write for an outsider audience, not your instructor. By this I mean that you should not assume 

insider knowledge on the part of the reader of your essay (they have not read the article, and are 

not taking this class), and so need to spell out the details as clearly as possible so that anyone 

could pick up your essay and understand what you are writing. 

4) In critiquing the article, please avoid using the word “interesting” and other equally vague 

terminology. Using precise language is always more helpful and more convincing to your reader. 
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	GE-SC Form (GE50, v.3) 20-21-form copy
	Please submit this sheet for each proposed course along with 1) a syllabus describing the key components of the course that will be taught regardless of the instructor and 2) assignment guidelines.
	Please present a concise explanation for the following:

	SEASIAN 50 Syllabus (v.3)
	Bi-Weekly Response Guidelines (v.3)  (SEA50)

	Department Course Number and Title: ALC, SEASIAN50, "Southeast Asian Societies and Cultures"
	Historical Analysis: On
	Social Analysis: On
	Briefly describe the rationale for assignment to SC foundation area and subgroups chosen: Course broadly examines societies and cultures in Southeast Asia, and draws upon recent scholarship (theoretical and descriptive) in multiple disciplines to assess the nature and transformation of societies across this region. It draws upon literature in areas such as history, ethnic studies, religious studies, political science, and economics, to understand the historical and changing contours of the region’s family and larger societal structures. It is designed to help students understand the contextual elements that deﬁne and help explain sociocultural phenomena relating to (among other things) migration, gender relations, inter-ethnic and inter-religious relations, and political transitions and changes. Students will be expected to write short-format essays and a longer format book review each of which demonstrates understanding of methods of social and historical analysis, applying them to particular countries and ethnic groups in the region.
	Indicate when the department anticipates offering this course in 202022 and give anticipated enrollment: 
	Fall Enrollment: Off
	Winter Enrollment: Off
	Spring Enrollment: On
	Summer Enrollment: Off
	1: 
	2: 20
	undefined: 
	Fall Enrollment_2: Off
	Winter Enrollment_2: Off
	Spring Enrollment_2: On
	Summer Enrollment_2: Off
	1_2: 
	2_2: 
	3: 100
	4: 
	Activity: 
	Number of hours per weekLecture: 3
	Number of hours per weekDiscussion Section: 1
	Number of hours per weekLabs: 
	Number of hours per weekExperiential Communityengagement internships other: 
	Number of hours per weekField Trips: 
	Field TripsRow1: 
	Number of hours per weekRow6: 
	Number of hours per weekA TOTAL student contact per week: 4
	Activity_2: 
	Number of hours per weekGeneral Review and Preparation: 2
	Number of hours per weekReading: 3
	Number of hours per weekGroup Projects: 
	Number of hours per weekPreparation for Quizzes  Exams: 1
	Number of hours per weekInformation Literacy Exercises: 1
	Number of hours per weekWritten Assignments: 2
	Number of hours per weekResearch Activity: 1
	Research ActivityRow1: 
	Number of hours per weekRow8: 
	Number of hours per weekB TOTAL Outofclass time per week: 11
	hours: 15
	each of the four learning goals: 1. Course focuses on Southeast Asian societies, exploring their history, structure, social organization, as well as religious traditions, political challenges, environmental issues.
2. Students will be asked to write bi-weekly brief short response essays in which they analyze journal articles in terms of argument and evidence.They will also be presented with primary historical documents and asked to evaluate them within the context of Southeast Asian studies, which is a field that emphasizes inter-regional comparative analysis. 
3. Students will learn critical reasoning and analysis in evaluating complex social structures, inter-ethnic and inter-religious dynamics, exploring the implications and consequences of historical environmental changes, evolving demographics, and shifting political structures.
4. Students will learn effective communication both oral and written. Students will be expected to use oral communication in discussing assigned readings, but will also be required to give oral presentations to their classmates. Written communication will involve bi-weekly writing assignments, as well as a longer book review, each of which will receive TA/instructor feedback to enable students to improve their writing skills.
	assessment that speak to these: Bi-weekly response essay (300-400 words) Please write an assessment of the assigned article using the following format: One paragraph in which you provide a concise summary of the author’s main point(s). In other words, what is the central thing they are arguing? This is the key to your response essay, as it will demonstrate your understanding of what the author is trying to do. Only after determining this, will you be able to evaluate the article in terms of whether the author has succeeded or not. A second paragraph in which you lay out the specific evidence that the author provides to support the argument that she or he is trying to make. This may take the form of statistics, of interviews, of documents, but all of it should directly speak to the author’s argument. A third paragraph in which you assess the article in terms of how convincing the author’s argument was, how helpful their evidence was in supporting the argument, and then any criticisms you might want to offer where you felt the author fell short.

Historical Document Evaluation (300 words): Please assess the given historical document using information you have learned from lectures and assigned secondary scholarly readings. Your assessment should discuss who wrote the document, the historical context in which it was written, the audience for whom it was written, and its historical significance. Why did this document matter and how did it both reflect and impact the social and political context in which it was produced?



	writing How will the writing be: Class activities that involve writing include bi-weekly brief written responses to assigned secondary scholarly articles and historical documents. There will also be one longer form essay, a book review of a Southeast Asian novel that requires students to situate the novel in terms of history, social context, and cultural elements. Writing will be evaluated for structure, organization, and argument, as well as for adherence to norms of academic citation and stylistics. It will also be assessed in terms of student’s ability to demonstrate, using concrete examples, their knowledge of essential elements of Southeast Asian culture, history, politics and society.
	how the course will be accessible: 


