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New Course Proposal 
     

 

     
  Classics 60 

Fantastic Journey: Antiquity and Beyond  

Course Number  Classics 60  

Title  Fantastic Journey: Antiquity and Beyond 

Short Title  ANTIQUITY & BEYOND 

Units  Fixed: 5  

Grading Basis  Letter grade or Passed/Not Passed  

Instructional Format  Lecture - 2.5 hours per week  
Discussion - 1 hours per week  
 

TIE Code  LECS - Lecture (Plus Supplementary Activity) [T]  

GE Requirement  Yes  

Major or Minor 
Requirement  

Yes  

Requisites  none  

Course Description  Lecture, two and one-half hours; discussion, one hour. Investigation of phenomenon 
of fantastic or imaginary journey, from Homer's "Odyssey" to Stanley Kubrick's 
"2001: A Space Odyssey." Examination of ways in which travel to strange or new 
worlds is presented through number of texts (and occasionally films) across different 
cultures and periods, with focus primarily on antiquity but also looking at how 
important motifs from ancient Greek and Roman travel narratives have endured to 
present day. Issues include cultural relativism, what makes space either familiar or 
alien, rebuilding of home in fantastic territories, methods of travel (both fantastic 
and mundane), methods of measuring time and distance across space, modern 
classifications of fantasy and science fiction, and to what extent these terms are 
applicable to ancient world. P/NP or letter grading.  

Justification  This course will provide a good introduction to the ancient world as well as offering 
suggestions as to how to approach Greek and Roman material from a number of 
different perspectives. The course will be an optional prerequisite for both the major 
and minor in Classical Civilization and is expected to complement the other very 
popular (and often oversubscribed) lower level GE courses offered by our 
department.  

Syllabus  File CL 60 Syllabus.doc was previously uploaded. You may view the file by clicking on 
the file name. 

Supplemental Information   

Grading Structure  Participation (Discussion Section): 10% 
All TAs will be issued with guidelines on grading participation based on three criteria: 
short quizzes; postings to the discussion board set up for each section; engagement 
in class discussion. 
 
Paper 1: 15 % (3-4 pp.) 
This paper will is due in week 3 and will ask the students to take one reading from 
the course so far and apply a Key Concept to it. They must clear their paper title with 
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their TA before writing. All papers must be turned it via Turnitin. 
 
Paper 2: 25% (4-5 pp.) 
This paper will be comparative (between two or more texts) and will draw, although 
less explicitly, on key concepts and themes in the course. Specific paper titles will be 
issued for this assignment. 
 
Midterm: 15% (1 hour) 
Short IDs from lecture; 1 passage ID & analysis; 1 discussion of a Key Theme 
 
Final: 35% (3 hours) 
Short IDs from lecture; 2 passage ID & analysis; 2 discussion of Key Themes; essay. 

Effective Date  Winter  2013  

Instructor  

 

Name Title 

Alex Purves Associate Professor  

Quarters Taught  
Fall     Winter     Spring     Summer  

Department  Classics  

Contact 
  

Routing Help   

Name E-mail 

ALEX PURVES purves@humnet.ucla.edu 

  
 

 ROUTING STATUS 

Role:  Registrar's Office 
 

Status:  Processing Completed 
 

  
    

Role:  Registrar's Publications Office - Hennig, Leann Jean (lhennig@registrar.ucla.edu) - 56704 
 

Status: Added to SRS on 11/7/2012 1:17:38 PM 
 

Changes: Title, Description  
 

Comments: Edited course description into official version; corrected title.  
 

  

Role:  Registrar's Scheduling Office - Thomson, Douglas N (dthomson@registrar.ucla.edu) - 51441 
 

Status: Added to SRS on 10/24/2012 2:33:23 PM 
 

Changes: Short Title  
 

Comments: No Comments  
 

  

Role:  FEC School Coordinator - Castillo, Myrna Dee Figurac (mcastillo@college.ucla.edu) - 45040 
 

Status: Returned for Additional Info on 10/22/2012 12:29:35 PM 
 

Changes: No Changes Made  
 

Comments: Routing to Doug Thomson in the Registrar's Office  
 

  

Role:  FEC Chair or Designee - Meranze, Michael (meranze@history.ucla.edu) - 52671 
 

Status: Approved on 10/21/2012 10:40:14 AM 
 

Changes: No Changes Made  
 

Comments: No Comments  
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Role:  L&S FEC Coordinator - Castillo, Myrna Dee Figurac (mcastillo@college.ucla.edu) - 45040 
 

Status: Returned for Additional Info on 10/19/2012 3:28:19 PM 
 

Changes: No Changes Made  
 

Comments: Routing to Michael Meranze for FEC approval  
 

  

Role:  Dean College/School or Designee - Schaberg, David C (dschaberg@college.ucla.edu) - 54856, 
50259  

Status: Approved on 10/18/2012 7:38:07 PM 
 

Changes: No Changes Made  
 

Comments: No Comments  
 

  

Role:  FEC School Coordinator - Castillo, Myrna Dee Figurac (mcastillo@college.ucla.edu) - 45040 
 

Status: Returned for Additional Info on 10/3/2012 9:00:54 AM 
 

Changes: No Changes Made  
 

Comments: Routing to Dean Schaberg for Humanities approval  
 

  

Role:  Department/School Coordinator - Johnson, Mary J (maryjo@humnet.ucla.edu) - 61590 
 

Status: Approved on 9/24/2012 10:34:44 AM 
 

Changes: No Changes Made  
 

Comments: Approving on behalf of Chair, David Blank  
 

  

Role:  Department/School Coordinator - Johnson, Mary J (maryjo@humnet.ucla.edu) - 61590 
 

Status: Approved on 9/24/2012 10:32:54 AM 
 

Changes: No Changes Made  
 

Comments: No Comments  
 

  

Role:  Initiator/Submitter - Purves, Alex C. (purves@humnet.ucla.edu) - 51101 
 

Status: Submitted on 9/21/2012 1:53:05 PM 
 

Comments: Initiated a New Course Proposal  
  

  

 
       

 

  

 
  

Main Menu   Inventory   Reports   Help   Exit   
Registrar's Office   MyUCLA   SRWeb 

  
Comments or questions? Contact the Registrar's Office at 

cims@registrar.ucla.edu or (310) 206-7045  
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