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General Education Course Information Sheet 
Please submit this sheet for each proposed course 

 
Department & Course Number French 098T 
Course Title Strangers in France: Migration in sub-Saharan African 

Literature, Popular Music and Film  
Indicate if Seminar and/or Writing II course Seminar 
 
1 Check the recommended GE foundation area(s) and subgroups(s) for this course  

Foundations of the Arts and Humanities  
• Literary and Cultural Analysis X 
• Philosophic and Linguistic Analysis  
• Visual and Performance Arts Analysis and Practice  

Foundations of Society and Culture  

• Historical Analysis  
• Social Analysis  

Foundations of Scientific Inquiry  

• Physical Science  
With Laboratory or Demonstration Component must be 5 units (or more)   

• Life Science  
With Laboratory or Demonstration Component must be 5 units (or more)   

 
2. Briefly describe the rationale for assignment to foundation area(s) and subgroup(s) chosen. 

Students will engage with a variety of media (literature, media, and film) depicting migration to  

France. To fulfill the final paper requirement, students will craft an analytical essay requiring them  

to question theoretical notions such as identity, diaspora, and belonging. 
 
3. "List faculty member(s) who will serve as instructor (give academic rank):  

Katelyn Knox (Teaching Fellow); Faculty Mentor: Dominic Thomas (Professor) 

Do you intend to use graduate student instructors (TAs) in this course? Yes  No X 

If yes, please indicate the number of TAs     
 
3. Indicate when you plan to teach this course: 

2011-2012 Fall  Winter  Spring X 
 Enrollment  Enrollment  Enrollment 16 

3. GE Course Units  

Please present concise arguments for the GE principles applicable to this course. 
 General Knowledge Students will be exposed to a range of cultural productions of sub-Saharan  
 Africans living in France, the historical contexts that link these two regions  
 together, and scholarly critical approaches to a variety of media. 
 Integrative Learning The students analyze a variety of media, putting films, literature, and music into  
 dialogue with each other. Furthermore, each week students are required to  
 consider primary sources and critical material together. 
 Ethical Implications Students will be exposed to many ethical questions stemming from the course’s 
 problematization of rigid notions of home, race, identity, and belonging. A  
 central goal of the course is for students to consider not only how these concepts 
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function not only with respect to the course’s content, but also in their own lives. 
 Cultural Diversity This course introduces students to a diverse community by investigating cultural  
 productions of a ‘minority’ population within the French context and by actively 
 foregrounding questions of belonging and identity. 
 Critical Thinking Two of the course’s assignments, the “critical response” paper and review of a 
 colleague’s paper require students to consider the effectiveness and implications 
 of a given author’s argument. Furthermore, the “respondent” assignment requires 

students to place a piece of literature within the larger context of the field. 
 Rhetorical Effectiveness The course’s main assignment, a term paper, requires students to communicate 
 a cohesive argument in written form. The weekly seminar discussions and  
 students’ final ten-minute conference-style presentation encourage effective oral 

communication skills. 
 Problem-solving The choice of texts and other media that engage with complex notions of  
 identity and belonging will encourage students to question these notions and their 
 functioning in their own lives. The seminar discussions and the final papers will 

be outlets for students to problematize these concepts. 
 Library & Information 

Literacy 
In order to write a successful final paper, students will need to consult a variety  
of sources including other cultural productions and article databases, and seek the  

 guidance of resource librarians. 
 

(A) STUDENT CONTACT PER WEEK (if not applicable write N/A) 

1. Lecture:  3 (hours) 

2. Discussion Section: N/A (hours) 
3. Labs: N/A (hours) 
4. Experiential (service learning, internships, other): N/A (hours) 
5. Field Trips: N/A (hours) 

   
(A) TOTAL Student Contact Per Week 3 (HOURS) 

 
(B) OUT-OF-CLASS HOURS PER WEEK (if not applicable write N/A) 

1. General Review & Preparation: N/A (hours) 
2. Reading 6 (hours) 
3. Group Projects: N/A (hours) 
4. Preparation for Quizzes & Exams: N/A (hours) 
5. Information Literacy Exercises: N/A (hours) 
6. Written Assignments: 2 (hours) 
7. Research Activity: 4 (hours) 

   
(B) TOTAL Out-of-class time per week 12 (HOURS) 
   

GRAND TOTAL (A) + (B) must equal at least 15  hours/week 15 (HOURS) 
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Name Title

Katelyn Knox Teaching Fellow

Name E-mail

CATHERINE GENTILE cgentile@oid.ucla.edu

New Course Proposal

 French 98T
Strangers in France: Migration in Sub-Saharan African
Literature, Popular Music, and Flim

Course Number French 98T

Title Strangers in France: Migration in Sub-Saharan African Literature, Popular
Music, and Flim

Short Title STRANGERS IN FRANCE

Units Fixed: 5

Grading Basis Letter grade only

Instructional Format Seminar - 3 hours per week

TIE Code SEMT - Seminar (Topical) [T]

GE Requirement Yes

Major or Minor Requirement No

Requisites Satisfaction of entry-level Writing requirement. Freshmen and
sophomores preferred.

Course Description Seminar, three hours. Enforced requisite: satisfaction of Entry-Level
Writing requirement. Freshmen/sophomores preferred. Comparative
study of narratives of migration to France in colonial and postcolonial
sub-Saharan African literature, music, and film, using critical literary
analytic framework and transnational perspective to tease apart and
challenge complex notions of race, home, and identity. Letter grading.

Justification Part of the series of seminars offered through the Collegium of University
Teaching Fellows.

Syllabus File French & Francophone 98T syllabus.pdf was previously uploaded. You may view the file by clicking on the
file name.

Supplemental Information Professor Dominic Thomas is the faculty mentor for this seminar.

Grading Structure preparation & participation - 15%; novel summary - 5%; close reading -
5%; critical response to secondary source - 5%; thesis statement &
outline - 5%; first draft term paper - 10%; peer review & respondent
assignment - 10%; final paper in-class presentation - 10%; final draft -
35%

Effective Date Spring  2012

Discontinue
Date

Summer 1  2012

Instructor

Quarters Taught  Fall      Winter      Spring      Summer

Department French & Francophone Studies

Contact
 

Routing Help
 

 ROUTING STATUS
Role: Registrar's Office

Status: Processing Completed
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Role: Registrar's Publications Office - Hennig, Leann Jean (lhennig@registrar.ucla.edu) - 56704

Status: Added to SRS on 6/14/2011 1:54:46 PM

Changes: Title, Description

Comments: Edited course description into official version.

 

Role: Registrar's Scheduling Office - Thomson, Douglas N (dthomson@registrar.ucla.edu) - 51441

Status: Added to SRS on 6/2/2011 7:17:53 PM

Changes: Title, Short Title

Comments: No Comments

 

Role: FEC School Coordinator - Soh, Michael Young (msoh@college.ucla.edu) - 65282

Status: Returned for Additional Info on 5/25/2011 10:43:44 AM

Changes: No Changes Made

Comments: Routing to Registrar's Office

 

Role: FEC Chair or Designee - Mcclendon, Muriel C (mcclendo@history.ucla.edu) - 53918

Status: Approved on 5/25/2011 8:24:40 AM

Changes: No Changes Made

Comments: No Comments

 

Role: L&S FEC Coordinator - Soh, Michael Young (msoh@college.ucla.edu) - 65282

Status: Returned for Additional Info on 5/18/2011 5:27:32 PM

Changes: No Changes Made

Comments: Routing to Vice Chair Muriel McClendon for FEC approval

 

Role: CUTF Coordinator - Gentile, Catherine (cgentile@oid.ucla.edu) - 68998

Status: Approved on 5/16/2011 5:04:54 PM

Changes: No Changes Made

Comments: on behalf of Professor Kathleen Komar, chair, CUTF Faculty Advisory Committee

 

Role: Initiator/Submitter - Gentile, Catherine (cgentile@oid.ucla.edu) - 68998

Status: Submitted on 5/16/2011 5:03:39 PM

Comments: Initiated a New Course Proposal
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Comments or questions? Contact the Registrar's Office at
cims@registrar.ucla.edu or (310) 206-7045
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